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Date : Samedi, 10 September 2005-

Time : 11h00-13h00

Researcher : Jrene

Present : Kadiatou, Mélissa, Mitsouka, Daret

Data : FN, JN,  1 vidéo (35 min); pictures

Météo : Ensoleillé, 218 clair, beautiful fall day

Thème : Last day; harvest, take out all plants, put special soil, rake – course aux légumes

________________________________________________________________________________________

Today, I picked the girls up at 10am. I was a bit late due to babysitter problems. Mitsouka just got there as the others started wondering whether she will show up. They were all happy to be there. We listened to their kind of music in the car on the radio and to some CD that Kadiatou had brought in. She had a walk-man. So did Mitsouka. They were now in high school and seem to like it. Daret has a lot of homework, even on the weekend. I was tired and so we talked not that much.

We got to the garden early. With others, we waited by the gate. It was a bit frustrating since we could have started our work, but they only opened the gate on the clock. Some people came out with many boxes filled with stuff. Today, most parents were around, some also helped. 

When we were let in, we had to assemble on the grass where Carambole greeted us and gave us all the instructions. We were right away reminded that we only had an hour to harvest everything and prepare the plot for the winter which was not much time. They reminded us that we need to work as fast as possible since we are the last group who came in and since at noon, everybody has to get out of the plots to eat and then only at 13h the course aux légumes would start, which would go on in two étapes (first get all the stuff off the individual gardens and then second batch, community plots) and then finish with work on the soil and so around 15h30 or so, they would open the gates again. I had to leave the latest at 14pm to meet the babysitter, so I was in trouble. I asked Violène if she could let us out at 14h00 but that seemed impossible. They were all very stressed and afraid to loose control with parents and kids and all. 

We got in the gardens and the girls got all the potatoes out, something they had been waiting for. They were huge! Kadiatou lost much time washing one at a time. I helped rip out the tomato plant, even though maybe I was not supposed to. I am not sure anymore what the consigne were. I was not quite in the mood for that, I just wanted that the girls could take home as much of their grown stuff as possible. Mitsouka took great care of a little frog that she found. Another girl also got a frog and caressed it (on video). They really liked the animals. However, not everybody. Daret was all freaked out about a white spider. We also got huge leek out. Daret had a betrave that was sizeable and she had it weighted by Cactus. They still had onions too, some cucumbers, peppers, and some tomatoes. It was a pretty good harvest. Mitsouka had more than the others since she was not there last week. Lilly already started getting stuff off gardens that were unattended. I guess they had to finish it all by the end of the day. She was in a great mood. Carambole and Myrtille were mostly with the small kids. Yet, they were way advanced. Violène explained that most of them started at 9am and the adolescents often start only at 11am like us! Some kids still had tons of carrots. Some had their mothers help too, mostly mothers, but some fathers were also present. I would say the regulars were all there to finish up their garden. They had done a good job. Here, the old-timers were again much quicker than the Scientifines. They were kind of taking their time, caring for their garden, not quite ready to rip it all out. Melissa was the first one to rip stuff. Only then the others pick up. By the time we got a big sound over speakers signaling the end of the time in the plots, the Scientifines had ripped out most of the stuff. But they had no time to distribute the soil stuff. They also had no time to wash everything. But now we had a sizeable amount of harvested stuff. I had brought the basket which they wanted to fill with stuff for the Scientifines. Now they gave it to me, simply. They agreed with me that it was better to leave at 13h so that way we could get out the gates and get to the car easily – otherwise we would have had to go through main-gates. It would have been impossible.

We scattered around the tables to eat lunch. Nobody wanted to make space for us, so we sat in the grass. I had some sandwiches for the girls and some juice. We left at 13h00 when they opened the gate. It was kind of insane. Many went home to eat and came back with tons of boxes that they fill then with stuff I assume. We left with a few others.

On the drive back the girls were very loud. Kadiatou got into an argument again with Daret prior to getting into the car. Melissa tried to mediate. I dropped all the girls off except Daret who had nobody at home since her dad thought we would only show up at 15h00. We never managed to find him so eventually, we managed to call her mom who agreed for her to wait for dad in the garden by her apartment block. I was very reluctant to leave her but she said it was fine. I had to get back since my babysitter could not stay all afternoon. 

Journal Notes

Today was really not that great given the constraints I was working under… it was very frustrating. I wanted to make sure the girls could take part in the course aux lègumes. I wanted them to get some mais and some pumpkins and stuff. But it did not work out. I find it hard how inflexible they were at the garden. It was a bit chaotic. They were all running around like lunatics and it is true, nobody could tell anymore who was from the program and who was not. I did not like this ending. The girls just wanted to enjoy their garden one more time. None of the kids even could talk with the teamleaders. Violene ate with the adults but the teamleaders were not in sight during the lunch and in the morning they were taking care of the smaller kids again. I presume a lot of these troubles had to do with the pressures from the structure of a botanical garden. Everything had to be cleared today and not tomorrow. For the course aux legumes they had given out yellow ribbons to the kids. Les Scientifines never got them and I am not sure how they were supposed to get them. I did realize later that during the lunch break, they took note of the state of the garden. So some final points maybe for an award? Today they also took attendance, but not the last times when we came to harvest –figure? But the girls were very sorry for me and very understanding and did not mind too much to miss the rest. I wonder if they often have to adjust to such constraints, probably. They also thanked me so many times again. Now we will see each other again on Friday when we will got to the gala together with their parents and Marcela by metro. That will be special!! I hope they will all come.

I was very exhausted today so it is hard to say if it is because of that but this was not how I thought the program would end. I did not like this running after stuff kind of atmosphere. And the parents around,that did not help. Some of them just ripped it all, or told their kids how they should do it, it is not easy. They were instructed though to let their kids do things. They were not as welcomed for sure! 

Also, I was disappointed that no accomodation could be made for us. I explained my situation to Myrtille who was actually very understanding and said she would talk to Violene. But she seemed to be very stressed out and not as open to it. She always emphasized to me how she wants the girls treated the same way as anybody else and so she was being consistent. But in reality, if they want to partner, it takes such transport and support to get kids like that out of their neighborhood. Parents of these kids are very skeptical towards people who want to help – and I got the trust from the parents but even Daret’s mom commented how at first they were so nervous about what the kids would do in the garden but that now, they knew and were so happy about it. I made the partnership work here, but if they are serious about it in the future, some work needs to come this way too. It is an interesting lesson. It is like with the Soutien program, they could not just put kids into a summerprogram at Cosmodome but had a person who worked as the intermediatery who did the partnership work. So in fact, that’s a model for partnership – a person that serves as a bridge! 

